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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST STORY ON US INVOLVEMENT IN 
AFRICAN ARMS RACE 

1 . HEREWITH FOR YOUR INFORMATION ARE HIGHLIGHTS OF JULY 6 
WASHINGTON POST PAGE ONE STORY BY DAVID B. OTTOWAY, 

"US GETS INTO AFRICAN ARMS RACE.” 

2. STORY DATELINED ADDIS ABABA CLAIMS US IS JUMPING 
HEAD-ON INTO ARMS RACE NOW UNDERWAY IN BLACK AFRICA, 

WITH PLANS TO PROVIDE MORE THAN $300 MILLION IN WEAPONS 
TO 3 COUNTRIES FACING HOSTILE SOVIET-BACKED NEIGHBORS, 
ANNOUNCED PURPOSE OF "NEW POLICY" IS TO BOLSTER ALLIES 

AND COUNTER EXPANDING SOVIET INFLUENCE IN AFRICA FOLLOWING 
ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR. 

3. STORY POINTS TO SERIOUS RISK OF US CONFRONTATION WITH 
USSR OVER DJIBOUTI WHICH SAID TO BE OF "ENORMOUS VALUE" 

TO RIVALS ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA, BUT OF UNDETERMINED IM- 
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RELATIONS" BETWEEN US AND ETHIOPIA. CLAIMS ETHIOPIA 
STRIVING TO ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY AS MARXIST REGIME AND 

EMBARRASSED BY CONTINUED MILITARY DEPENDENCE ON 
WASHINGTON. 

4. OTTOWAY LISTS 3 SEPARATE ARMS DEALS AMOUNTING 

TO $325 MILLION WITH ETHIOPIA, KENYA AND ZAIRE. ACCORD- 
ING STORY, ETHIOPIA SCHEDULED TO OBTAIN $175-200 MILLION 
WORTH OF ARMS BY END OF FY 77. KENYA HAS CONTRACTED TO 
BUY 12 SUPERSONIC JET AIRCRAFT WORTH $75 MILLION. ZAIRE 
REPORTED NEGOTIATING FOR $50 MILLION OF ARMORED VEHICLES, 
ANTI-TANK WEAPONS AND C-130 AIRCRAFT. 

5. OTTOWAY SAYS US OFFICIALS CITE SOVIET ARMS BUILD-UP 

IN SOMALIA, UGANDA AND ANGOLA AS BASIS FOR AMERICAN ARMS 
SALES TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES. HE NOTES THAT ALL 3 
RECIPIENTS HAVE ARMED FORCES FAR INFERIOR TO THOSE OF 
THEIR RIVALS. ON THE OTHER HAND. OTTOWAY STATES THAT 
"MOST WESTERN MILITARY EXPERTS" DOUBT THAT REAL STRENGTH 
OF AFRICAN ARMIES CAN BE CALCULATED BY COUNTING TANKS 
AND AIRCRAFT. AS IMPORTANT ARE TRAINING, LOGISTICS AND 
DISCIPLINE, WHERE MOST ARE WEAK. OTTOWAY CLAIMS THAT 
LATTER ARE BIGGEST PROBLEMS FACING ZAIRE AND ETHIOPIA. HE 
QUESTIONS WHETHER NEW EQUIPMENT FOR THE 3 COUNTRIES IS 
REAL ANSWER. 

6. ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH REVIEW OF PROBLEMS BETWEEN 
ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA, ESPECIALLY OVER DJIBOUTI, AND CON- 
FLICT BETWEEN UGANDA AND KENYA. IMPLICATION IS THAT 
INCREASES IN US ARMS FLOW TO THESE THREE COUNTRIES WILL 
INCREASE RISK OF US INVOLVEMENT IN INTER-AFRICAN CON- 
FLICTS. ROBINSON 
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